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INFORMAT ION 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


— 3 E TC RET / HARV AN DOUBLE PLUS 


Tuesday, October 22, 19^8 
12:00 noon 


MR. PRESIDENT: 

Bill Jorden just called and said he wished to lay before me at this 
oritical moment his views. 

1. He believes the other side is in a mood to settle: 

_they have backed off on recce, 

__ they have backed off on a joint communique. 

2. The issue now is, first, time. He believes that they would. _ 
accept five days. He recommends that we be -adjustable" and not insist 
on two or three days. He does not believe that it would be easy t 
explain a hang-up and failure of negotiation on a question of 48 o 7 

3. He believes that the military situation in the field is such that 
our forces and our allies have never been as secure over the past two >ea 

as they now are. 

4. The second hang-up issue is what we say. The other side has 
given up the idea of a joint public statement. As for a secret minu ®> 
forden believes that the minute should simply state that we have agreed 
to stop as of a certain time and meet as of a certain subsequent time. 

5. Jorden went on to say they know we have reserved our ri § h ^ to 
resume bombing. This will be clear to the world. The time is>H? 
move forward. He felt that he had a responsibility to let me know his 

personal views at this critical moment. 

W. W. Rostow 
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